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The major interest in Dr. M. A. Em-
merson's life has been teaching and en-
couraging the all-around development of 
young men in their chosen field of veteri-
nary medicine. "It hurts somewhat to see 
a former student of mine transcend me, 
yet the hurt is surpassed many, many 
times by the great pride is gives me," said 
Dr. Emmerson. 
D'Oci(Jr and Mrs. Emmerson with their son, Ralph, at their home in Ames. 
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While in ,the seventh grade at Saskatch-
ewan, Canada, Dr. Emmerson decided 
on a career in veterinary medicine. This 
decison caused him to direct his studies 
in Minot and Lakota, North Dakota high 
schools towards admission to veterinary 
school. He received his first two years of 
veterinary training at what is now the 
North Dakoita State College at Fargo and 
his last two years of professional train-
ing at Iowa State College. He received a 
D.V.M. degree in 1925 and an M.S. de-
gree in 1928, both from Iowa State Col-
lege. Since 1944 he has been head of the 
Radiology and Obstetrics Department of 
the Division of Veterinary Medicine at 
Iowa State College. 
In the spring of 1929, after spending 
two years at Iowa State College as House 
Surgeon and two years as an instructor 
in anatomy, Dr. Emmerson obtained an 
exchange fellowship through the Insti-
tute of International Education to the 
University of Zurich in Zurich, Switzer-
land. In the fall of 1930 he received a 
Doktor der Medizin Veterinar degree 
with a research thesis in German, which 
translated into English is entitled, "Serum 
Calcium Level in Cattle with Special 
Reference to its Relationship to the Sex-
ual Apparatus." 
In keeping with his interest in young 
people Dr. Emmerson enjoys his position 
as divisional representative to the Ath-
letic Council of Iowa State College. Al-
though he and Mrs. Emmerson enjoy 
football and basketball so mud: that they 
attend all games, his principal interest on 
this council does not revolve around in-
tercollegiate athletics alone, but rather 
the physical development of every male 
student on campus. He feels that the ideal 
physical education program should offer 
some sort of competitive sport to each 
student, and that such a program, if well 
guided, would strike a better balance be-
tween physical fitness and mental work 
and aim toward the achievement of a 
better life for the students involved. 
In 1939 Dr. Emmerson made his second 
trip to Europe. He had been on the staff 
at the University of Pennsylvania since 
1930, and he was the only veterinarian 
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at that time in the United States to have 
treated "Lumpy Jaw" in cattle with x-ray 
therapy. He was sent to Vienna, Austria 
for consultation with Professor A. Pom-
mer, the leading x-ray therapist of 
Europe. This was the time that Hitler 
started his drive for power, and trouble 
existed between Germany and Czecho-
slovakia. Dr. Emmerson found upon his 
arrival in Germany that he was pre-
vented from going directly across Czecho-
slovakia to Vienna except by traveling in 
a locked passenger compartment. Instead, 
he chose to travel the long way around 
Czechoslovakia. During his stay in Aus-
tria, the political tension of the European 
countries affected him personally. His 
room and personal belongings were se-
cretly searched during the day while he 
was attending classes. He even received 
offers amounting to as much as $5,000 
from people desiring his aid in escaping 
from Hitler's regime. Even though he 
was sympathetic to their needs, he was 
unable to aid them. 
Dr. Emmerson married Esther Mc-
Cracken in 1929. They have two sons: 
Ralph, who is a junior in civil engineer-
ing at Iowa State College; Tom, who is a 
junior in Technical Journalism at Iowa 
State College. Nancy, their only daugh-
ter, died of bulbar polio in 1946 at the 
age of six. 
The two hobbies Dr. Emmerson enjoys 
most are woodworking and fishing. He 
can enjoy woodworking the year round 
in the basement of his suburban home. 
Some of the useful items he has built are 
toys, children's tables and chairs, train 
tables, pingpong tables, sewing cabinets, 
livestock feed racks, wagon boxes, hay 
racks, and even fine finishing work in 
their new home. 
The Ememrsons plan a fishing trip each 
summer to Ontario, Canada where they 
enjoy the peace and quiet of the lake 
country. It has ben said that Mrs. Em-
merson is the master fisherman of the 
family. 
By having several acres of land along 
with their home, the Emmersons have 
been able to enjoy the pleasure of having 
saddle horses, calves and poultry. 
Iowa State ColLege Veterinarian 
Doctor Emmerson displays a sewing cabinet 
which he bu.ilt. 
With a look to the future in the field 
of teaching, Dr. Emmerson would like to 
see more veterinary students take ad-
vanced training in the clinical fields and 
enter the teaching profession. 
-Don Casey '59 
FACULTY ACTIVITIES 
Dr. C. E. Brandner, formerly of the De-
partment of Veterinary Hygiene, is now 
practicing in Petaluma, Calif. with his 
father. His father, Dr. WaIter E. Brand-
ner, is planning to retire from active prac-
tice. 
On April 21, Dr. Frank K. Ramsey, 
head of the Dept. of Pathology, spoke to 
the Iowa Association of Medical Path-
ologists and Iowa Medical Technicians in 
Des Moines. The topic was the importance 
of diseases common to both animals and 
man. 
Dr. A. L. Trapp, Department of Path-
ology, talked on mucosal disease over 
WOI radio on April 24. 
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The Army Veterinary Corps was the 
topic of Dr. W. R. Richter, Department of 
Pathology, who spoke over WOI radio on 
March 27. 
Or. C. E. Whiteman, Department of 
Pathology, spoke on tissue cultures over 
WOI radio on April 17. 
Hr. V. A. Seaton and Dr. A. C. Strafuss 
attended the Pfizer Laboratory meeting 
in Des Moines, Iowa on April 1, 1958. 
Dr. P. C. Bennett attended a swine 
short course and spoke on "Differential 
Diagnosis in Swine Diseases." The short 
course was held at Sheldon, and Sioux 
City, Iowa on April 7 and 8, 1958. 
Dr. A. C. Strafuss spent several days in 
Iowa City, Iowa conferring with patholo-
gists from the Veteran's Hospital and the 
University of Iowa. 
Dr. P. C. Bennett attended the Midwest 
Rabies Symposium in Kansas City, Mo. 
on April 17-19, 1958. 
Hr. A. C. Strafuss was a witness in a 
recent court case involving atropic rhini-
tis in swine on April 22 and 23, 1958. 
Dr. E. A. Hewitt represented the Divi-
sion of Veterinary Medicine at Career 
Days in the following communities re-
cently: Cherokee, Mt. Pleasant, Hartley, 
Spirit Lake, Eagle Grove and Sac City, 
Iowa. 
Hr. M .• T. Swenson attended a meeting 
of the National Board of Veterinary Ex-
aminers in New York City on March 14 
and 15. 
Drs. George C. Christensen and J. 
Thomas Bell, Jr. attended a meeting of 
the American Association of Veterinary 
Anatomists at Buffalo, N. Y. from 
April 2-4. Dr. Christensen presented a 
paper entitled, "Comparative Anatomy of 
Coronary Vessels and Cineangio-cardio-
graphic Studies in Domestic Animals." 
Hr. Bell presented his paper which was 
entitled, "Comparative Study of Lipid 
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Accumulation in the Adrenal Glands of 
Dairy Cattle." 
. Dr. Christensen proceeded from the 
Buffalo meeting to Rochester, N. Y. where 
he spent time making x-ray movies of cor-
onary circulation of pigs and dogs at the 
University of Rochester, School of Med-
icine and Dentistry. 
Dr. M. J. Swenson attended meetings of 
both the Northwestern Missouri Veterin-
ary Medical Association, Maryville, Mo. 
and North Central Iowa Veterinary Med-
ical Association at Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
These meetings were held respectively on 
April 7 and 17. Dr. Swenson spoke on the 
subject of anemia in farm animals· 
Dean I. A. Merchant, and Drs. C. H. 
Lee, M. S. Hofstad, H. Yoder, L. H. 
Schwarte, J. G. Bowne, M. J. Swenson, 
L. M. Jones, V. A. Seaton, R. A. Packer, 
F. K. Ramsey and E. A. Benbrook took 
part in the Poultry Disease Short Course 
for state ARS & AMS veterinarians on 
April 14-25 as representatives from the 
Division of Veterinary Medicine. 
Drs. J. C. Picken, L. M. Jones, and J. 
G. iGraca attended the Federated Meet-
ings in Philadelphia, Pa. from April 
13-28. However, before attending these 
meetings, Dr. Jones, as chairman of the 
Committee of Therapeutic Agents of the 
A VMA, was involved in a joint meeting 
with members of the Committee on Bio-
logical Agents and the Subcommittee on 
Veterinary Items of the National Form-
ulary in Chicago on April 12. It was pro-
posed at this meeting that a New Council 
on Biological and Therapeutic Agents be 
established. This was reviewed and rec-
ommendations were formulated for adop-
tion by the House of Representatives of 
the A VMA at the annual meeting to be 
held August, 1958 in Philadelphia. 
Dr. Robert Hetty, as chairman of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association 
Research Council for the year 1957-58, 
presided as chairman of the Fellowship 
Committee of the A VMA at their annual 
meeting in Chicago on March 24, 1958. 
Applications from veterinarians of the 
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United States and Canada were reviewed 
and fellowships were awarded for post-
doctorial studies in leading colleges and 
universities in North America. The AV 
MA fellowships awarded here were for 
the years 1958-59. 
Dr. Robert Getty met with the U. S. 
Committee for International Veterinary 
Congresses in Washington, D. C. April 
21-24. The meeting was held to arrange 
a scientific program for the 16th Inter-
national Veterinary Congress to be held 
in Madrid, Spain May 21-27, 1959. While 
in Washington he discussed tentative pro-
grams both at the National Institute of 
Health and at the Army Institute of Path-
ology at Walter Reed Medical Center. 
Dr. John B. Herrick and other mem-
bers of the Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice, Iowa State College, held a series of 
meetings dealing with the problem of 
mastitis control and antibiotics in milk 
throughout the state· Leaders in the milk 
industry, veterinarians, vocational agri-
culture teachers and extension workers 
participated in these meetings. The pur-
pose of calling in the leaders of the milk 
industry was to overcome the problem of 
promiscuous treatments and adulteration 
of milk used for human consumption. Ex-
cellent veterinary participation was ob-
tained, and a number of veterinarians are 
planning on installing laboratories to 
serve the dairyman on this problem. 
Dr. John B. Herrick, extension veterin-
arian, presented a paper, "Systemic In-
secticides" at the Mid-West Livestock So-
ciety Officials Conference on May 8 at 
Sioux City, Iowa. 
Dr. John B. Herrick prepared a display 
on reproduction in cattle for the Eastern 
Iowa Veterinary Clinic at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa on May 6. 
Dr. John B. Herrick presented two pa-
pers on reproduction in cattle at the first 
annual Florida Veterinary Conference, 
May 16 and 17. 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
Dean I. A. Merchant spoke to the Lions 
Club in Des Moines, Iowa, April 3, the 
Rotary Club of Marshalltown, Iawa, Ap-
ril 26, and the Kiwanis Club of Musca-
tine, Iawa, April 29. His topic was "An-
imal Disease Research." Dean Merchant 
was also the guest speaker at the Lynn 
County Iowa State College Alumni As-
saciation meeting held at Cedar Rapids, 
Iawa, on April 25. 
Dean Merchant attended the April 
meetings 'Of the Sauth West Iowa Vet. 
Med. Ass. at Council Bluffs, the North 
Central Iowa Vet. Med. Ass. at Fort 
Dodge and the Central Iowa Vet. Med. 
Ass. at Ankeny. 
On May 19 and 20, Dean Merchant 
attended a meeting of the Planning Com-
mittee for the Veterinary Public Health 
Practice Conference to be held at Ann 
Arbar, Mich. The conference will be held 
in the fall. 
Dr. M. A. Emmerson, head of the Dept. 
'Of Obstetrics and Radiology, was a guest 
speaker at the Western Harse Clinic 
spansored jointly by the Iawa Arabian 
Horse Assaciation and the Dept. of Ani-
mal Husbandry at Iawa State Callege. 
Dr. Emmerson spake an "Horse Breeding 
and Calt Raising". 
Dr. R. L. Lundvall, chairman of the 
Large Animal Section, Dept. 'Of Medicine 
and Surgery, attended the Eastern Iawa 
Field Day and Clinic held at Cedar Rap-
ids, Iawa, an May 5 and 6. 
Dr. E. C. Jensen, Dept. of Surgery and 
Medicine and Dr. Earl Raun, Dept. of En-
tomology, have prepared a 14 minute 
colored mavie with saund entitled "Sad-
ium Fluraacetate (1080) Paisaning in the 
Dog". 
On April 21, Dr. Baker attended the 
Central Iowa Ass'Ociatian meeting held 
at Ankeny, Iawa, and was 'One 'Of faur an 
a panel discussing small animal medicine. 
Dr. Baker presented a paper an "Treat-
ment 'Of Acute Interstitial Nephritis". 
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Dr. D. L. Baker, chairman 'Of the Smali 
Animal Section, Dept. of Medicine and 
Surgery, attended the American Animal 
Haspital Assaciatian meeting in Chicaga, 
Illinais, April 23-26. Dr. Baker is naw 
serving an the Cardia logy Cammittee. He 
was previausly a member of the General 
Medicine Cammittee. 
Dr. Frank Anderson, one 'Of the ambu-
latary clinicians, has returned to work 
after his recent illness. 
Dr. John B. Herrick, extensian veterin-
arian, and Dr. Earle Raun, extensian en-
tomolagist, supervised field tests an the 
use 'Of systemic grubicides at the Rath 
Packing Ca. Feed Yards, Waterlaa, Iowa 
during April. The results of these tests 
facilitates the distribution of the insecti-
cides through an ethical hause for use this 
fall. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE NEWS 
Dr. W. P. Switzer 'Of Veterinary Medical 
Research Institute appeared before the 
Swine Managers Conference held at Iowa 
State Callege on April 12· His subject 
was current findings in swine respiratory 
disease research and future needs. 
Dr. Joseph C. Picken, Jr., 'Of the Veteri-
nary Medical Research Institute, attend-
ed the Federation Meetings at Philadel-
phia, Pa, April 12-18. He also conferred 
with representatives of the AEC in can-
nectian with irradiatian research and with 
research workers at Wilmington, Del. 
Dr. W. P. Switzer, 'Of the Veterinary 
Medical Research Institute discussed res-
piratary diseases of swine at the shart 
courses held for veterinarians in Sioux 
City and Sheldan, Iowa an April 7-8. 
Dr. L. H. Schwarte of the Veterinary 
Medical Research Institute participated 
in the shart caurses for veterinarans held 
March 3-4 in Sioux City and Sheldon, 
Iowa. He discussed current information 
an hog cholera. 
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Dr. M. S. Hofstad presented a lecture 
on respiratory diseases of poultry at the 
Poultry Disease Short Course for state 
ARS and AMS veterinarians held at Iowa 
State College April 14-18. With the assis-
tance of Dr. H. W. Yoder of the Research 
Institute, he conducted three laboratory 
demonstrations of the techniques used in 
this research. 
Dr.L. H. Schwarte discussed vicious 
habits and miscellaneous conditions of 
poultry at the Poultry Disease Short 
Course for state ARS and AMS veterin-
arians at Iowa State College April 14-18. 
John Mathews, Jr., of the Veterinary 
Medical Research Institute visited the 
Corn States Laboratories, Inc., Omaha, 
Neb. on April 23 for the purpose of 
collecting swine serum samples to be used 
in the study of hog cholera. 
DR. LANK STUDYING CARDIAC 
CONDITIONS IN CATTLE 
Dr. Robert Lank, professor in Dept. of 
Veterinary Science at University of Lou~ 
isiana, is on a sabbatical at Iowa State 
College. He is working on a M.S. in the 
Dept. of Medicine and Surgery. Dr. Lank 
is doing research on "Clinical Cardia~ 
Conditions in Cattle". 
Thanks Faculty For the Help 
The staff of The Iowa State College 
Veterinarian wishes to thank the faculty 
of the Division of Veterinary Medicine for 
featured articles they have contributed, 
and for assistance in preparing and check-




Octoher 11, 1958 
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